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OMS CELEBRATES LITERACY  

Literacy Week at Oakridge 

started on January 

28th and continued until 

February 1st. Literacy Week 

is an educational 

celebration based solely 

around the basic 

fundamentals of literature. 

It gives students the chance to have fun and to express their creativity 

while being able to learn about new and interesting literature. 

Teachers use this commemoration to educate students about the 

importance of literature, the types of literature, and the impact 

literature has had on us. In art, many students are creating 

bookmarks that represent certain types of literature, whether it be 

reading books or writing. Once every book mark is submitted, a 

winner will be chosen, and then their bookmark will be copied and 

graciously handed out free-of-charge in the library. Furthermore, the 

ELA classrooms decorated their doors to reflect upon many different 

written books, ranging from classics to modern novels. Many of the 

doors look splendid and certainly eye-catching, and the spirited 

competition between the “Houses” inspired some gorgeous and 

creative displays. Then, some teachers allowed their students to write 

odes. Odes are a form of poetry that celebrate a certain topic/

someone/something. Many odes are comedic, while some may be 

serious. Writing allows students to express their emotions and 

feelings onto paper, while being able to learn something all the while. 

Literacy Week continues to grow into a larger educational 

smorgasbord each year among our school, teaching many students 

(and maybe even some teachers) about the basic principles, 

importance, and joy of literature! 



JAZZ BAND FMEA 
Florida Music Educators Association 

BY LIZZY MEHLER  

On January 11, 2019 the amazingly talented OMS Jazz band participated 
in Tampa’s FMEA. This is an exclusive event where students may only 
perform if invited. The OMS Jazz band was one of the only middle school 
bands to perform for hundreds of music teachers across the state. Some 
of the pieces that they performed are: 
 

In A Mellow Tone 
Song for My Father 

Front Burner 
Laura (Ft. Jeff Rupert) 

Canal Street Commotion 
September 

 
Not only did they rock these 
songs, but they also earned 
another plaque for our school. 
Thank you and 
CONGRATULATIONS! 
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DRAGONWINGS:  A BOOK REVIEW     
by Aaron Hurst 

Dragonwings by Laurence 
Yep features Moonshadow, 
a young boy, and his 
Chinese family who are 
roughing it in America in 
1903.   Moonshadow came 
from China to work with his 
father, Windrider, who believes that he was a dragon in a 
former life.  Reality slaps him in the face when  his cousin, 
Black Dog, who is an opium addict, steals Moonshadow’s 
money.  Windrider is furious and  tries to kill Black Dog, but 
is stopped by Black Dog’s father.  Find out the rest of the 
story in our Media Center.  Remember, the book is 
Dragonwings.  It surely will not disappoint!  

 



 

After a four-year international search, the Holocaust Museum and Education 
Center of Southwest Florida acquired an authentic World War II – era rail-
way boxcar. This 10-ton boxcar came to the Museum from Europe on May 
16, 2007 and has undergone careful restoration. A rare artifact, this boxcar 
is an invaluable and mobile educational tool to support the Museum’s mis-
sion of promoting respect and understanding by teaching the history and 
lessons of the Holocaust. 
 
Boxcar Transportation use during the Holocaust: 
About 100 -120 prisoners were crammed into each of the thousands of 30-
by 8-foot boxcars that were used to transport millions of victims to death 
camps during WW II.  Many victims died before the boxcars arrived at their 
destinations.  With no toilet facilities, no air, and little if any food, these cars 
became rolling torture chambers.  Many dead bodies were recovered from 
these railcars after arrival. 
 
Fast Facts: 
 This boxcar was built in 1919 on the Schumann factory in Germany. 
 It is made of wood and imported metal from Belgium. 
 75% of the wood in the boxcar is original.  The floor in the boxcar had to 

be replaced as it was rotted out. 
 Windows would have been sealed up or covered with barbed wired dur-

ing the transportation of prisoners.  There are however some survivors 
that have said that they were able to open the windows in the boxcar 
that they were transported in. 

 The boxcar was used by the German railroad system during the 1930s 
and 1940s. 

 All the metal is original. 
 The boxcar has been painted and sealed to withstand the Florida weath-

er. 
 The average length of time a prisoner was in the boxcar was between 2-

4 days.  People whose experience was up to 6 weeks were in a boxcar 
generally sent to Siberia, Russia, not to a Nazi concentration camp.  Alt-
hough their experience was equally horrible, it was different than what 
we usually think of as deportation to the camps. 

 People transported in boxcars to concentration camps were not given 
food, water, or restrooms.  Usually there was either a bucket in the cor-
ner for the restroom or a hole in the floor for people to relieve them-
selves.  There are some survivors that say they did have stops where 
they would be allowed to use restrooms.  Not all experiences were the 
same.  

 The Nazis would put anywhere from 70-120 people in the boxcar at one 
time.  

 

HOLOCAUST MUSEUM OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 

GERMAN WW II BOXCAR 
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The OMS Boot Camps have begun!  Each of the core subjects at OMS are 
conducting academic boot camps to build up our brain muscles.  Students may 
attend one day each week after school for each subject from now until the FSA 
Writing, FSA Reading, and EOC exams.  This is a huge benefit for the students 
because they receive one-on-one instruction and assistance from the wonderful 
teachers in each subject. Not only is there enrichment in the subject area, but also 
the students learn strategies and techniques that will help them with test-taking, 
critical thinking, and stress management.  We will march straight to success! 
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MUSIC MASTERY AT OMS 

 

Mrs. Pflieger and Mr. Rosbottom have been working intensely to prepare 

their young upper-level musicians for the MPA (Music Performance 
Assessment).  This is the “music world’s” Florida State Test for 
PERFORMING groups.  According to Mrs. Pflieger, all involved take it 
very seriously because it truly is a reflection of their teaching and also it 
demonstrates, “…what incredible strides these middle SCHOOL students 
can achieve.” 
 
Not only do the students have to perform three pieces on stage perfectly, 
but also they go to another room and sight-read a piece of music they 
have never seen before.  This is where their music reading skills (testing) 
kick in.  An overall combined score of the four adjudicators is issued when 
the sight-reading is complete.    Grading is:  Superior, Excellent, Good, 
Fair, and Poor. 
 

Mr. Rosbottom’s  Jazz Band recently went to MPA and received 
straight superiors!!! 

The Intermediate/Advanced Chorus went this past February 21 to Ida 
S. Baker and received a mixture of Superior/Excellent scores with 
an overall score of an Excellent. 

Both orchestras, Int. and Adv. will be performing at GCHS on March 1, 
2019, going through the MPA process at  6:45pm and 8:15pm. 

Mr. Rosbottom’s  two Bands will be going in April. 
 
Stay tuned to the next issue of the Bulldog Bulletin to find the results of 
these performances!  On behalf of the Bulldog Bulletin and everyone at 
OMS, we wish them luck and are so very proud of our incredibly talented 
music teachers and students!!   



 

On January 5th, 2019, there was a competition in which 
all of the best science projects in the county entered the 
Collier County Regional Science Fair to show off their 
research. 9 OMS students competed in the fair 
consisting of elementary, middle, and high school 
students. Participants had to present their projects to 5 
of the judges who decide which projects have the 
chance to move on to the state science fair, or earn 
prizes such as $2,500 scholarships to FGCU, trophies, 
and cash prizes. Out of the 120 students to enter, 33 
were selected as final candidates, and only 13 of that 
group will move on to state. Out of the 33 finalists, 2 
OMS projects were chosen, Emily Plisko and David Garfield 
(me). The final 33 students will find out if they move on to state 
science fair at the CCPS STEAM conference on February 2nd.  

SCIENCE FAIR STARS  

By David Garfield 7th 

  

A click of sound, 

A swirl of light, 

Capturing a world unlike any other. 

From the bottoms of the blue glass sea, 

Out into a universe of specs. 

A world that’s awaiting for you, 

Like the pixels of a photograph. 

One click and it’s yours forever, 

Kept like an old fossil underneath. 

But if it vanishes, 

It disappears into plain space. 

I’m taking in one heartbeat, 

With the sound of a click, 

A flash of lighting follows me. 

And then I’m safe too. 

ODE TO PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

By Scott Jarman 



MARVEL COMICS—PART 1 
 

By  Mel Miles and Isabella Orta 

Marvel was created by four brilliant, inspiring, and 

talented men in New York City, 1947. Stanley Martin 

Lieber (Stan Lee), Jack Kirby, Steve Ditko, and Joe Si-

mon were their names. They created 7,000 charac-

ters over their time of creating comics that changed 

the world. For those who are not familiar with such a 

revelation, this article is for you. We will be discuss-

ing the development of the Marvel series until this 

point.  

Captain America: The First Avenger 

Starting off with the 

First Avenger…  

Steve Rogers was 

born on July 4th, 

1918 (Ironic, right?), 

in Brooklyn, New 

York. He wasn’t a 

very favored person 

throughout his life. 

Steve was a skinny 

man, about 5’4, 

with no muscle. 

However, he want-

ed to join the Army 

but was rejected for various health and physical 

problems. His childhood best friend, James Buchanan 

Barnes, invited him on a double date with two girls 

one night, and they visited the Exhibition of Future 

Technologies and attempted to join again. Dr. Abra-

ham Erskine recruited Steve into the Strategic Scien-

tific Reserve as a part of the “super-soldier” experi-

ment created by Howard Stark (Very important 

name). He meets British intelligence officer, Peggy 

Carter during the experiment. After Rogers emerges 

from the experiment taller and more muscular, an 

undercover agent working for HYDRA kills Erskine 

and flees. Steve chases after him in the street with 

his new powers, but Heinz Kruger (The assassin)  

commits suicide with a cyanide capsule before Steve 

can get to him. Steve Rogers thought that he was 

going straight to war with his new look and powers; 

however, he was quite wrong. U.S. Senator Brandt 

has Rogers tour the nation in a colorful costume 

known as “Captain America” to promote war bonds 

while scientists study him and attempt to reverse-

engineer the formula. In 1943, while touring Italy, 

Steve learns that Barnes was MIA in a battle against 

Schmidt’s forces (Schmidt is the man that is the head 

of HYDRA and attempted to harness the Tesseract.) 

Rogers and Carter fly into the enemy lines in attempt 

to rescue Barnes. He eventually frees James and the 

other prisoners, but in the process Rogers confronts 

Schmidt, who removes a mask to reveal a red, skull-

like visage that earned him the name “Red Skull”. At 

the base, to get prepared to attack HYDRA bases, 

Howard creates the shield for Captain America out of 

Vibranium. The most powerful metal substance in 

the world, found in Wakanda, Africa. Barnes “died” in 

an attempt to gather HYDRA operations but they cap-

ture “Red Skull’s” assistant, Zola and get information 

from him about their plans. Rogers follows Schmidt’s 

aircraft in attempt to take the Tesseract from him, 

but Schmidt physically handles the Tesseract, which 

opens a wormhole into space that takes him with it. 

The Tesseract burns through the plane and is lost 

into the ocean. Rogers sees no way of landing the 

plane safely without detonating the weapons, Steve 

crashes it into the Arctic. 70 years later, Steve Rogers 

awakens in a hospital room. Deciding from an anach-

ronistic radio broadcast that something is wrong, he 

flees outside and finds himself in present-day Times 

Square, where S.H.I.E.L.D. director Nick Fury informs 

him that he has been "asleep" for nearly 70 years. In 

a post-credits scene, Fury approaches Rogers and 

proposes a mission with worldwide ramifications. 
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Iron Man 1 

Genius, billionaire, playboy, philanthropist, Antho-

ny Edward Stark is the current CEO of Stark Indus-

tries, a weapons and technology company found-

ed by his father Howard Stark.  He is in war-

barring Afghanistan with his military companion 

Lieutenant Colonel James Rhodes to launch the 

new "Jericho" missile. After the demonstration, 

the group is ambushed by terrorists and Tony is 

wounded by a rocket-propelled grenade used by 

the attackers. (One of his company's own.) He is 

imprisoned by the group; Yinsen, associate captive 

who is a doctor, implants an electromagnet into 

Stark’s chest to keep the shards from the blast 

from reaching his heart and killing him. The leader 

of the terrorist group (Ten Rings) offers Stark free-

dom in exchange for building the group a missile, 

but the two captives know that Raza (the leader) 

will not keep his word. Tony and Yinsen build a 

small, powerful electric generator (the Arc Reac-

tor) and a powered armour suit to help in their 

escape. The Ten Rings discover their hostages’ 

plan and attack the workshop. Dr. Yinsen gives 

himself as offering to divert them while the suit is 

completed. Stark in his armored suit, battles his 

way out of the cave to find Yinsen dying, then de-

stroys the Ten Rings’ weapons, and flees crashing 

in the desert and destroying the suit. After James 

Rhodes rescues him and they return home, he 

announces that Stark Industries will not be manu-

facturing weapons any more. Obadiah Stane (Very 

important name), his father’s old partner and the 

company’s manager, advises Tony that this will 

ruin his father’s legacy at Stark industries. In his 

workshop at home, Stark builds a sleeker, more 

powerful version of his improvised suit as well as a 

more powerful arc reactor. After a charity event 

held by Stark Industries and an encounter with a 

curious reporter Christine Everhart, Tony learns 

that Stane has been arms trafficking to criminals 

worldwide and is in the process of staging a coup 

to replace him as the Stark Industries’ CEO. Stark 

uses his new armour and flies to Afghanistan, 

where he saves the villagers. While flying home, 

Stark is shot by two F-22 Raptor fighter jets from 

the army. He reveals his secret identity to Rhodes 

over the phone in attempt to end the attack. 

Meanwhile, the Ten Rings gather pieces of the 

prototype suit and meet with Stane who kills the 

group to assemble the parts on his own. Pepper 

Potts (Tony’s assistant) discovers that Stane hired 

the Ten Rings to kill Tony and meets with Agent 

Phil Coulson (Important name) to inform him of 

the activities. Stane’s scientists attempt to dupli-

cate the arc reactor, but fail, so Stane ambushes 

Stark at his home and takes the one from his 

chest. Tony replaces his with the old one to save 

his life. Potts and several S.H.I.E.L.D agents 

attempt to arrest Stane, but he enrobes the suit 

and attacks them. Tony and Obadiah fight, but he 

is outmatched without his new reactor to run the 

suit fully. The fight is drawn toward the Stark In-

dustries building, and Tony instructs Pepper to 

overload the large arc reactor powering the build-

ing. In the action, it discharges a very large electri-

cal surge that causes Stane and his armor to fall 

into the exploding reactor. The next afternoon, at 

a press conference, Stark defies suggestions from 

S.H.I.E.L.D and publicly says, “I am Iron Man.” Lat-

er, they discuss the “Avenger Initiative.” 



Many of us have experienced a form of anxiety, but I 
assure you whatever you went through is nothing 
compared to what Aza Holmes deals with constantly in 
the book Turtles All the Way Down by John Green. One of 
Aza’s main issues in the book (besides trying to find the 
millionaire Davis Pickett’s dad) is her phobia of contracting 
the disease Colstridium difficile or C. diff. which is an 
infection that can form inside of your gut; it is collected by 
open wounds and or the transfer of bacteria.  She 
constantly is trying to prevent it by putting a Band-Aid 
onto her callus that’s on her thumb. She breaks it open (as 
a nervous habit) then after squeezing the blood out and 
putting hand sanitizer on it, she renews the Band-Aid, and 
this tends to perpetuate the problem.  In the book Aza has 
something called spiraling thoughts, these are when you 
get an invasive thought and it controls you until you do 
whatever the thought is about. For Aza these tend to be 
about whether the callus on her thumb is getting infected, 
so she ends up checking up on her thumb all the time. 
This becomes a problem when she is driving with her 
friend and crashes her car because she didn’t know if she 
had changed her Band-Aid or not. Besides that, it prevents 
her from developing a more serious relationship with 
Davis Picket (the millionaire’s kid) simply because she 
can’t kiss him without thinking about the transfer of 
bacteria. “Check to see if his microbes stay in you,” it says 
in the book. “His bacteria would be in me forever.” She 

says to herself. 
Those type of 
thoughts keep 
coming until 
she breaks 
away and runs 
into a 
bathroom. She 
tries to clean 
herself first 
with water then 
soap, but she 
doesn’t stop 
until she ingests 
hand sanitizer 
to feel clean. 
These actions get her into a lot of trouble in the future, 
she ends up in a hospital, loses then regains her friends, 
and finds Davis Pickett’s dad. This book is extremely well 
written, and it shows you a perspective of life that you 
might not have believed people experience daily. It tests 
self-identity by questioning how,  when medications get 
rid of mental problems, they change you. But then, is it 
still you or are you a whole new person with a different 
identity and personality. Altogether this book is AMAZING 
and something I believe will appeal to all ages and types 
of people.  
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THE UNIQUE CONCERT  
by Sofia Arnold 

 

Did you go to the orchestra concert 
on Tuesday night? It was amazing! It 
was for orchestra students to be able 
to perform the pieces they had been 
working on in preparation for their 
MPA [Music Performance 
Assessment]. The MPA is an 
important test where judges who 
listen to them play grade them on 
posture, etiquette, intonation, tone 
quality, pitch, technical preparation 
[articulation], sight reading, and 
musical effect [shaping of line].  The 
Tuesday concert enabled students to 
perform and to get a feel for what it 
would be like to play those songs in 
front of a crowd. Kids from all 
different schools along with our 
orchestra came and played their two 

pieces, and also got a chance to 
watch the other kids. Mrs. Pflieger, 
the orchestra teacher at OMS as well 
as the chorus teacher said that it was 
a great opportunity for her students. 
“My students’ ears are getting better 
at noticing when things are in tune or 
not in tune, and this is a great way to 
help them get better and practice 
that. After each school played, they 
would always ask me, ‘Was it my 
imagination or was their intonation 
actually terrible?’ They are starting 
to learn and recognize when 
someone played something out of 
tune or if it’s not.” She thinks it went 
very well and her students enjoyed 
it. 

TURTLES ALL THE WAY DOWN BY JOHN GREEN 
Grace Thomforde  
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